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Recording Mount Pleasant’s history 
through art

Following the successful comple-
tion of the Zwelihle section of 
the Hermanus Living Tapestry 

project towards the end of 2018, 
embroiderers from Mount Pleasant 
started work on their section of the 
tapestry last week. 

With the assistance of founder, Carol 
Hofmeyr and two of the embroidery 
teachers of the Keiskamma Embroi-
dery Project in the Eastern Cape, this 
project was launched by a group 
of six Hermanus women after the 
violent protests last year. Their aim 
was to gather together historical 
narratives from each of the local 
communities, and then to embroider 
the stories into a tapestry roughly 24 
metres in horizontal length, which 
would refl ect the integrated history 
of Hermanus.

For the past couple of months a 
group of senior citizens from Mount 
Pleasant have sat together, telling 
and writing down the fascinating sto-
ries of their own childhood and those 
of previous generations. These were 
given visual life in the form of draw-
ings, which in turn were transferred 
to a six metre wide strip of hessian by 
local artists, Alyson Guy and Christa 
Clark. 

In a buzz of excitement on Monday 
last week, they all welcomed Carol 
and her teaching assistants, Art Direc-
tor, Cebo Mvubu, and Siya Maswana 
for the fi nal phase of their project. The 
joys and sorrows of their community 
were to be preserved for all time as 
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a visual work of art, to be connected 
to the Zwelihle panel, with those of 
Hawston and Hermanus town still to 
follow. One town, many histories.

Most of the Mount Pleasant par-
ticipants didn’t know much about 
embroidery, but in two ticks they had 
fallen under the spell of their star 
instructors and they were on a roll. 
At the gates of the Lombardi Centre 
before it opened in the morning and 
loth to leave in the afternoon, these 
15 to 25 elderly members of the 
Mount Pleasant community grew up 
together; they had a shared history 
and a shared sense of humour to 
go with it. Quickly embracing their 
mentors, most of the sewing sessions 
turned out to be nothing short of 
hilarious. This was their story and 
they were proud to be turning it into 
a work of art to share at last with the 
whole world.

Cebo fanned the fi res by telling them 
about four tapestries, each 1 x 1,5 
metres in size which the Keiskamma 
project has recently produced. They 
illustrate a true story of their region, 
captured in a book, A Sin of Omission, 
by renowned Eastern Cape author, 
Marguerite Poland, which will be 
launched later this month. After that, 
the beautiful tapestries will be on 
exhibiton and for sale at St Andrew’s 
College in Makhanda for R10 000 
each. 

That was all the intrepid ladies of 
Mount Pleasant needed to hear. At 
a price, they would be prepared to 
reproduce any section of their tapes-
try in which there might be a special 
interest. Income from sales would go 
to their project. From novices to mas-

ter craftspeople in one week, these 
ladies are fast learners and they’re on 
a mission. By Friday last week, when 
the visitors from Hamburg were 
ready to leave, all that remained to 
be done was the fi nishing off  of the 
borders. 

It is hoped that the piece will be on 
show at the next Hermanus First 
Fridays Artwalk and it will be offi  cially 
launched in December this year. 
Sewn into the threads, you are bound 
to hear echoes of the laughter and 
the tears of this vibrant Hermanus 
community.

For further information, contact, 
Angela Heslop on angelahes-
lop44@gmail.com

Become part of Night of 1 000 Drawings
The Hermanus First Fridays Artwalk is now fi rmly 
established as an important occasion on the 
Hermanus social calendar, drawing large crowds 
of residents and visitors alike into the town 
centre on the fi rst Friday of every month. The 
number of participating galleries has risen to 
20 – an astonishing number given the relatively 
small area within which the event takes place.

On the evening of 6 December, the HFF galleries 
will once again host the Night of 1 000 Draw-
ings. This much-anticipated annual event is 
based on the concept that we should all enjoy 
the indulgence of purchasing artwork – even 
if modest in terms of size and price. Over the 
coming weeks, the galleries will be asking 
anyone who feels they have any artistic ability, 
to produce paintings, drawings, sketches and 
illustrations; on paper, card or board; in oils, 
watercolours, pastels, inks, pencil or charcoal; 
of landscapes, seascapes, portraits, abstracts or 
still lives – the only stipulation being they must 
be A5 in size and the artists must be willing to 
donate them. 

In addition to these works donated by members 
of the public, gallery owners will be approaching 
the professional artists who regularly exhibit in 
their galleries and ask them to contribute some 
of their own artworks. These will be mixed in 
with all the other collected works and distribut-
ed amongst the galleries. On the evening of the 
event, they will be displayed and available for 
purchase, all at the same price of R100 each. 

Anyone wishing to contribute artworks can 
drop them off  at Originals Gallery or Rossouw 
Modern in Harbour Road or The Art Gallery 
on the corner of High Street and Royal Lane. 
Blank A5 cards can be collected from the same 
galleries. All the proceeds from the sales of 
these artworks will be divided between selected 
Hermanus charities. 

Any Hermanus charities wishing to be consid-
ered as benefi ciaries should drop a letter of ap-
plication off  at any of the galleries or email it to 
HFF chairperson, Liz Coates, at amzam@polka.
co.za. The letter should give a brief description 
of the charity, its history and objectives. Last 
year’s Night of 1 000 Drawings raised R100 000 
which was divided between four, small Herma-
nus-based charities. This would not have been 
possible without the active participation of the 
Hermanus community, and the HFF galleries are 
again asking artists and art lovers to be part of 
this event.

The next HFF Artwalk will be on Friday 1 Novem-
ber. The Wine Glass has generously made their 
ChillGuru bus available to transport Visual Art 
and Design learners from Hawston and Mount 
Pleasant to town for the Artwalk. Ocean Basket 
Hermanus will also be treating them to fi sh and 
chips and a cooldrink to enjoy on the bus on 
their way back home. This initiative forms part of 
the HFF’s aim to make the Artwalk accessible to 
all communities.

– Hedda Mittner

ABOVE:  Angela Heslop (Hermanus History Society), Loretta Doty, Cllr Ronald Nutt, Siya Maswana and Cebo 
Mvubu (Keiskamma Embroidery Project), Jenny Sauls (manager of Lombardi Centre), Kathie Buley and Cllr 
Christine May. BELOW: Local women working on the Mount Pleasant section of the Hermanus Living Tapes-
try project in the Lombardi Centre.                             PHOTOS: Hedda Mittner

Art Alley off  Harbour Road during Night of 1 000 
Drawings.                                   PHOTO: Taylum Meyer
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