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CHAIRPERSON’S ANNUAL REPORT: January to December 2014 

Angela Heslop and Robin Lee

Scope of Report

The Chairperson’s Report reflects the period from 1 January to 31 December 2014. This brings the Society into line with its Constitution which prescribes an operating year as a calendar year, with an AGM before 31 March the following year.

Aims and area of focus

Greater Hermanus from Voelklip to Fisherhaven is the geographical area that involves the History Society. Briefly the aims of the Society expressed in the Constitution are to bring history alive to residents and visitors, disseminate information, collect and preserve historical resources and collaborate with relevant bodies. 

Organisational activity
There have been 4 Committee meetings and 3 full Members Meetings. Activities have also included 2 site visits, a virtual tour of Aberdeen Street and assisting with the Anne Frank exhibition. About 160 members in all were involved in these meetings and excursions. The book ‘In Those Years’, describing the life and work of Joey Luyt, initially wife of the owner of the Marine Hotel, P John Luyt, and later owner herself was published in December, edited by Dr. Robin Lee. The launch was attended by 160 members and guests and both the Executive Mayor and the Chairperson of the Hermanus Tourism Board spoke. Robin Lee gave a short presentation on aspects of the book. An impressive 108 copies were sold at the launch and by 31 December all 250 copies were sold.

 All 5 historical plaques (Hoy’s Koppie (2), Swallow Neethling Park, Hermanuspietersfontein and Wasbakkies) are now in place. A second history board was erected along the cliff path at Die Gang. Four nominations were submitted to the Cape Design Exhibition. These were St Peter’s Church, Hoy’s Koppie, the David Rawdon Suite at the Marine Hotel and Die Mondhuis. Although no awards were achieved, this proved to be an interesting exercise. 

Membership 

As at 31 December, the Society had 93 paid up members.

Projects
Of the 14 projects listed attention will be given to those active in the past year. 

· The history walks of Hoy’s Koppie and Historic Hermanus have been launched although marketing has proved difficult.
· The refurbishment of Swallow Neethling Park is complete but as yet we have not created an organization dedicated to the care of the site.
· Restoration of Ella Gordon’s Farm in Karwyderskraal has not progressed. However we have taken members of the Vernacular Architecture Society of South Africa (VASSA) to the site with a possibility of working together. This was their initiative. The play Ella’s Horses was presented in August, in collaboration with the writer and director, Charles Fourie. 

· Considerable activity took place in conjunction with the Marine Hotel, Hermanus. In June, as part of Hermanus FynArts, the History Society presented an audio-visual programme of the history of the Marine Hotel and the people who worked and stayed there. These two presentations took place in the Marine Hotel. A third fund raising presentation was made to a general public audience. A DVD of the presentation has been made. The archives of the Hotel were organised and catalogued.

· The history of Zwelihle is on hold. However the documentary evidence has been     

            sourced from the Hermanus Times and a search of Municipal records has begun.

· The English translation of ‘Between the Sea and the Mountains’ (Hawston history book) was launched. The 100 copies printed are now sold out.
Enormous acknowledgement: It is with great sadness that we report that two important members of our history society SJ du Toit and Doris Marais have passed on. Their work has contributed much to documenting local history. We also record the passing of Elizabeth McGrath, owner of the Marine Hotel, who supported our work to document the history of the Hotel.

Outreach 
The website continues to attract interest and has 7000- 8000 hits per month. New material is placed on the site as soon as it is available, including information about plant explorers of South Africa, as shown at the Botanical Society Flower Festival. Six local stories of Hermanus were published in Whale Talk and also posted on our website. Members of HHS were interviewed on Whale Coast radio on several occasions and we continue to receive media coverage from the Hermanus Times. A number of other organizations such as SAARP and Probus have received audio visual talks on local history. An estimated 650 people attended these presentations.

Future

We continue our commitment to bring the history of Hermanus alive and thank members who have been of assistance.  However we require more participation and further ideas for talks and projects are most welcome. We hope sincerely that our members become more actively involved in planning events and participating in project work so that the Society’s work is better shared.

Next reporting period:

This will cover the period January to December 2015.

Next Annual General Meeting:  March 2016

